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Therefore, I have asked Vice President
Cheney to oversee the development of a co-
ordinated national effort so that we may do
the very best possible job of protecting our
people from catastrophic harm. I have also
asked Joe Allbaugh, the Director of the Fed-
eral Emergency Management Agency, to cre-
ate an Office of National Preparedness. This
Office will be responsible for implementing
the results of those parts of the national effort
overseen by Vice President Cheney that deal
with consequence management. Specifically,
it will coordinate all Federal programs deal-
ing with weapons of mass destruction con-
sequence management within the Depart-
ments of Defense, Health and Human Serv-
ices, Justice, and Energy, the Environmental
Protection Agency, and other Federal agen-
cies. The Office of National Preparedness
will work closely with State and local govern-
ments to ensure their planning, training, and
equipment needs are addressed. FEMA will
also work closely with the Department of Jus-
tice, in its lead role for crisis management,
to ensure that all facets of our response to
the threat from weapons of mass destruction
are coordinated and cohesive. I will periodi-
cally chair a meeting of the National Security
Council to review these efforts.

No governmental responsibility is more
fundamental than protecting the physical
safety of our Nation and its citizens. In to-
day’s world, this obligation includes protec-
tion against the use of weapons of mass de-
struction. I look forward to working closely
with Congress so that together we can meet
this challenge.

Letter to Congressional Leaders on
Peacekeeping Operations
May 8, 2001

Dear Mr. Chairman:
I am pleased to transmit herewith the 2000

Annual Report to the Congress on Peace-
keeping required by section 4 of the United
Nations Participation Act (22 U.S.C. 287b).

United Nations and other peacekeeping
operations conducted under the previous Ad-
ministration helped us protect U.S. interests
before they were directly threatened and
helped ensure that other nations shared with

us the risks and costs of maintaining inter-
national stability.

I look forward to working with you to en-
sure that, under the right circumstances,
peacekeeping remains a viable option for
dealing with international conflicts.

Sincerely,
George W. Bush

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to Jesse Helms,
chairman, Senate Committee on Foreign Rela-
tions; John W. Warner, chairman, Senate Com-
mittee on Armed Services; Ted Stevens, chairman,
Senate Committee on Appropriations; Henry J.
Hyde, chairman, House Committee on Inter-
national Relations; Bob Stump, chairman, House
Committee on Armed Services; and C.W. Bill
Young, chairman, House Committee on Appro-
priations.

Remarks at the Electronic Industries
Alliance Dinner
May 8, 2001

Thank you all. Thank you very much.
Dave, thank you very much. I thought for
a minute he was going to bring up the OU-
Texas score, but—[laughter]—he’s a dip-
lomat at heart. I appreciate your leadership,
and I appreciate your friendship, and I want
to thank you for inviting me here to the Elec-
tronic Industry Alliance dinner.

I want to thank the chairman, Cliff Smith,
for his hospitality as well. I see the Ambas-
sador from our great friend, the nation of
Israel, here. Ambassador Ivry, good to see
you, sir. Thank you very much for being here.
I wasn’t exactly sure why you were going to
be here until I realized that this banquet is
going to honor Felix Zandman for his con-
tribution. Mr. Zandman, congratulations, sir.

It must be a pretty big deal to get the Am-
bassador to come to a black tie dinner like
this. I know Members of the Congress are
here: Congressmen Barr, Hutchinson, Issa;
Sheila Jackson Lee from my old hometown
of Houston, Texas; and Congressman Nick
Smith. It’s good to see the Members of Con-
gress who are here, as well.

I’m honored to speak here, and I want to
thank you for giving me a chance. First, it
gives me a chance to tell you that Laura and
I are doing great. I love my job. It’s hard
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to describe the honor I feel every morning
walking into the Oval Office. I’m confident
that my last day in office will be just like
my first—that Oval Office just inspires an
awesome sense of responsibility. And I ac-
cept it.

On my way out, Laura, the First Lady,
said, ‘‘Where are you going?’’ I said, ‘‘Well,
I’m going to go speak to a banquet of high-
tech entrepreneurs and people who are mak-
ing the economy grow.’’ She said, ‘‘Whatever
you do, don’t try to be charming, witty, or
debonair.’’ [Laughter] ‘‘Just be yourself.’’
[Laughter] She sends her best. [Laughter]

It is my honor to be with innovators and
visionaries, the folks that really epitomize
what America is all about. Ours is a land of
people who dream big and are willing to work
hard to achieve the dreams, which means
that Government has got a unique role. And
the role of Government is not to create
wealth; the role of our Government is to cre-
ate an environment in which the entre-
preneur can flourish, in which minds can ex-
pand, in which technologies can reach new
frontiers.

And so, tonight, I want to talk about three
areas where Government can help. And the
first comes with understanding the role of
taxation in our society. I remember cam-
paigning throughout our great land and talk-
ing about the need to cut taxes. And there
were a lot of blank stares for quite a while.
I suspect some thought that I was just saying
that we ought to have tax relief because it
might have sounded good.

But I campaigned for tax relief because
I thought it was right for America. And I’m
pleased to report that we’re making good
progress. I want to thank both Republicans
and Democrats for setting out a budget that
understands the projected surplus is not the
Government’s money. The surplus is the
people’s money, and we need to share some
of that surplus with the people who pay the
bills.

It’s been an interesting debate. But fortu-
nately, the debate understands the role of
the entrepreneur in our society. The budget
should be passed here this week, and then
the respective committees will begin decid-
ing how to cut the taxes.

My strong suggestion is that we focus first
on cutting all marginal rates; that the idea
of Congress trying to pick and choose win-
ners and losers in the Tax Code is not fair,
and it’s not right. We need to reduce every
rate on every taxpayer in America, including
the top rate.

I’m confident we’ll be able to work to-
gether to make the code more fair. Our Tax
Code is unfair for people who live on the
outskirts of poverty. The example I like to
use is this one: If you’re a single mother in
America—by the way, she works the toughest
job in America, raising children by herself—
and if you’re making $22,000 a year, for every
additional dollar this hard-working woman
makes, she pays a higher marginal rate on
that dollar than someone who is successful
in America. And folks, that’s not right.

The American experience says to us that
the harder you work, the more easy your life
ought to be. And therefore, to reduce the
high marginal rates on people trying to get
ahead, we need to drop the bottom rate from
15 percent to 10 percent and increase the
child credit from $500 to $1,000 per child.
The code will be more fair. It’s as if we will
eliminate a toll booth that sits right in the
road—in the middle of the road to the mid-
dle class.

But I want Congress to also understand
that it’s not only important to drop the bot-
tom rate; it’s important to drop the top rate,
as well. By dropping the top rate, we encour-
age growth, capital formation, and the entre-
preneurial spirit.

It’s important for Congress to understand
that many small businesses in our society are
sole proprietorships or Subchapter S’s. They
don’t pay the corporate tax rate; they pay
high personal rates. And when you drop the
top rate, we’re sending a strong signal that
says we want the small business to flourish.
We want the small business to become the
big business.

No, tax rates need to be cut. We can afford
tax cuts, and the way our economy is behav-
ing today, we can’t afford not to have tax cuts.
And it’s time for the Congress to act.

We need to ban Internet access taxes. We
need to understand how powerful the Inter-
net can be to commerce and growth. We
need to have a permanent R&D tax credit
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in our system. You see, it’s important to cre-
ate certainty. It’s important for planners and
corporate executives to understand the rules
and that the rules won’t change. It’s impor-
tant for Congress to understand that tax relief
provides consumer confidence. Long-term,
steady tax policy is necessary to encourage
deployment of capital throughout our soci-
ety.

I believe we’re going to have good tax re-
lief, but I’d like for you to continue to work
with us. You’re only an e-mail away or a call
away. It’s important. Now is the time to act.

It’s also important for this Nation to de-
velop an energy policy. For too long, we have
had no energy policy. And like you, I’m deep-
ly concerned about consumer prices. They’re
going up. I’m concerned about rolling black-
outs in California. I’m concerned what that
could mean to entrepreneurial growth and
to the high-tech industry.

It is so important for our Nation to work
on conservation. And I believe there are new
technologies coming aboard that will encour-
age conservation, that will make it easier for
all of us, consumer and business alike, to con-
serve precious energy. But we can’t conserve
our way to energy independence, folks. We
need a policy that encourages exploration
and expansion of the infrastructure, nec-
essary not only to find natural gas that’s fuel-
ing many of the new plants being brought
online but the pipelines necessary to carry
that natural gas to places where they’ll be
used. We need more electricity wires car-
rying product across the country. It is time
for an administration to step up and develop
an energy policy that’s good for the long-term
economic growth of this country. And that’s
exactly what this administration is going to
do.

There is concern about our environment
in our society, and there should be. Mine
is an administration that wants to foster good,
commonsense conservation policy. But I be-
lieve strongly, with the technological ad-
vances we have made in our country, that
we can not only find new product, but we
can do so in a way that is sensitive to the
environmental concerns of many in America.

And finally, an area that will help create
an environment that fosters growth and
wealth and expands opportunity to anybody

who’s fortunate enough to be an American
is trade. It is important for our Nation to
understand the benefits of open markets
around the world. It’s important for those
who not only create jobs but those who work,
to realize that a confident nation that opens
up markets is one that will create not only
opportunities at home but opportunities
abroad.

I’ve seen the benefits of open trade. As
the Governor of the State of Texas, of course,
I was deeply concerned about our policies
to our neighbor to the south, Mexico. I al-
ways felt like Mexico was our friend, and we
wanted our friend to be strong and vibrant
and successful. We wanted our neighborhood
to have opportunity for all.

There are some in our country who want
to build walls between the United States and
other nations such as Mexico. But those who
build walls aren’t confident about America
and our potential and our ability to compete.
Those who build walls don’t realize what a
wall would do in our own neighborhood. It’s
time to tear down walls not only in our hemi-
sphere but around the world. It’s time to pro-
mote open markets. I strongly believe open
markets will lead to better lives for people.

I’ve been questioned about my policy to-
ward China. China is a great emerging na-
tion. I strongly support trade with China. I
not only do so because I know it’s good for
our entrepreneurs, our high-tech folks, our
farmers and ranchers, but for those of us—
and I know we all share the same thing in
America—who adhere to the ideals of free-
dom of speech, freedom of religion, freedom
to—freedom of press.

Open markets eventually will cause folks
to demand more freedoms—when they get
a taste of the marketplace—inside countries
that restrict freedom. When they get that
sense of freedom of demand and freedom
to produce, they will eventually demand from
their governments the other freedoms that
we take for granted. Open trade is good for
the promotion of freedom around the world.

And so I ask Congress to give the President
something other Presidents have had in the
past, and that’s trade promotion authority, so
an administration can negotiate with con-
fidence free trade agreements, not only in
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the hemisphere but trade agreements with
countries like Jordan and Singapore.

There’s a new protectionist sentiment in
America that we need to resist. And some-
times it’s couched in words like ‘‘the environ-
ment’’ or ‘‘labor agreements.’’ But I want to
remind the skeptics that as we spread wealth
around the world, it is more likely that a
worker will have better conditions where he
or she works. And it is impossible for poor
nations to achieve environmental successes.
By encouraging wealth in developing nations,
it will help those nations improve their own
environmental policy. We should resist pro-
tectionism, and we should fight those who
want to wall off America from the benefits
of free trade.

And so I ask for your help. As we get trade
promotion authority moving through the
Congress, I hope you remind Members of
the Congress and the Senate the good bene-
fits that open trade can mean not only to
the entrepreneur but to the working people
in our country and with those with whom
we trade.

And along those lines, during the cam-
paign I promised to lead an effort to reform
our export control system so that it safe-
guards genuine military technology while let-
ting American companies sell items that are
already widely available. And we’re making
good progress. I want to thank Dave for his
help.

I’ve been working with my friend Senator
Phil Gramm from Texas to reform the Export
Administrative Act, to strengthen both na-
tional security and our high-tech industry. In
March, I’m pleased to report, the Senate
Banking Committee passed a revised EAA,
which my administration strongly supports.
It’s now time to pass it for the House, so
I can sign it into law.

I’ve got a bigger job than just passing laws,
and it’s one to really change the tone in
Washington. I think that’s an important mis-
sion for my administration to say to the good
folks in this town that, whether you’re Re-
publican or Democrat, we need to treat each
other with respect. It is so important that
all of us work together to develop a culture
of respect, so that when people look at our
Nation’s Capital, they like what they see. And
I think we’re making some progress. There’s

still the occasional shrill voice that is trying
to tear somebody down. There are those who
still believe in zero-sum politics—if so-and-
so gets his bill, so-and-so loses. That’s not
how I view my job, nor how I view good
public policy.

I try to separate politics from policy. We’ve
had plenty of politics; it’s now time for good
public policy. It’s time to understand that
we’ll be judged based upon what we do, not
how we talk—thank goodness. [Laughter]

I believe when it’s all said and done, we
will have developed a culture of accomplish-
ment here in Washington, as well. I think
people are beginning to realize that this
President will share credit, that this Presi-
dent isn’t trying to figure out how to one-
up somebody, that my focus is on the people,
the people of this great land.

Which leads me to my final hope, and that
is, we need to develop a culture of responsi-
bility in America, a responsibility that spreads
all throughout this great land, where people
understand that if you’re a mom or a dad,
if you’re fortunate enough to be a parent,
that your main responsibility is to love your
children with all your heart and all your soul.
That’s your most important job.

It’s important, in a period of personal re-
sponsibility, to understand that you must love
a neighbor like you would like to be loved
yourself. One of the most important initia-
tives we’re working with the Congress on is
a faith-based, community-based initiative
that recognizes the limitations of government
and also recognizes that there are fantastic
programs all across America where some-
body has said, ‘‘What can I do to help? What
can I do to help change somebody’s life?’’

One of the most important initiatives we’re
working with Congress on is to provide grant
monies to encourage mentoring to children
whose parents may be in prison, so that some
soul who lives in the greatest land on the
face of the Earth will understand there’s
hope and a future, will understand when
somebody puts his arm around them and
says, ‘‘I love you. I care for you.’’

Government can’t make people love one
another. But Government can encourage
those who do love, and Government can also
set an example. Government can uphold the
high responsibilities of the offices to which
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we have been elected. It’s an important task
for America, that when they look at their
Government they’re proud of what they see.
I think we’re making progress. I certainly
hope so. It is a charge I intend to keep.

Thank you for having me.

NOTE: The President spoke at 6:20 p.m. in the
Constitution Ballroom at the Grand Hyatt Wash-
ington at a dinner for leaders of Government and
industry. In his remarks, he referred to Dave
McCurdy, president, and Cliff Smith, chairman,
Electronic Industries Alliance; David Ivry, Israeli
Ambassador to the United States; and Felix
Zandman, chairman and chief executive officer,
Vishay Intertechnology, Inc.

Proclamation 7435—Peace Officers
Memorial Day and Police Week,
2001
May 8, 2001

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
Each day, law enforcement officers en-

counter grave risk to protect the rights and
freedoms we enjoy as Americans. Their com-
mitment and sacrifice make our streets safer,
our neighbor hoods stronger, and our fami-
lies more secure. Police Week provides an
opportunity to recognize the selfless dedica-
tion of the brave men and women who de-
vote their lives to protecting and serving our
communities.

This Nation owes a considerable debt of
gratitude to all law enforcement officers who
protect the lives and property of their fellow
Americans. From patrolling our highways, to
investigating crime, to protecting victims’
rights, these committed professionals make
a valuable difference in our communities. We
look to them to uphold the principle that no
one is beyond the protection or reach of the
law. These men and women, through their
patriotic service and dedicated effort, have
earned our gratitude and respect.

We pause during Police Week, and in par-
ticular on Peace Officers Memorial Day, to
honor those officers who made the ultimate
sacrifice while performing their sworn duty.
I urge all Americans to use this occasion to

pay tribute to these fallen heroes by recalling
their devotion, celebrating their lives, and
honoring their service.

Tragically, making America safer often re-
quires great sacrifice. According to the Na-
tional Law Enforcement Officers Memorial
Fund, 150 law enforcement officers lost their
lives in the line of duty in 2000. Although
we can never repay the debt we owe these
valiant officers and their families, we pay
tribute to their memory by committing our-
selves to being law-abiding citizens, working
to lower crime in our communities, and in-
vesting time and love in our Nation’s young
people.

By a joint resolution approved October 1,
1962 (76 Stat. 676), the Congress has author-
ized and requested the President to des-
ignate May 15 of each year as ‘‘Peace Officers
Memorial Day’’ and the week in which it falls
as ‘‘Police Week,’’ and, by Public Law 103–
322 (36 U.S.C. 136), has directed that the
flag be flown at half-staff on Peace Officers
Memorial Day.

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim May 15, 2001, as
Peace Officers Memorial Day and May 13
through May 19, 2001, as Police Week. I call
upon all the people of the United States to
observe this day with appropriate ceremonies
and activities. I also call upon Governors of
the United States and the Commonwealth of
Puerto Rico, as well as appropriate officials
of all units of government, to direct that the
flag be flown at half-staff on Peace Officers
Memorial Day. I also encourage all Ameri-
cans to display the flag at half-staff from their
homes on that day.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this eighth day of May, in the year
of our Lord two thousand one, and of the
Independence of the United States of Amer-
ica the two hundred and twenty-fifth.

George W. Bush

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., May 10, 2001]

NOTE: This proclamation was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on May 9, and it was
published in the Federal Register on May 11.
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